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VADDAS., 


Tho casto of Vaddas contains a population, according Population, 
to the Consus of 1901, of 184,664, of whom 68,681 aro 
men und 65,988 women. hey are found in considerablo 
numbers in tho districts of Kolar, Chitaldurg aud 
Bangalore. 


The namo of tho casto is Vadds (84,), said to moan Namo 


the people of Odra Country (&%8e8), which is idontified 
with Orissa. ‘Tho titlos appended to their names ara 
Raa (a chieftain), Pdyt (86 a carvior) and Guuda 
(72 a head man), tho lather boing less common and appliod 
chiefly by the men of the Kallu Vadda (7%) soction 
to their hoadman. 


Their homo Janguago is Telugu which thoy speak Language, 
with an intonation that is uncouth aud charactoristic, 
Asa wholo, they ave rudo and illiterate and varely know 
ay other vornaoculars of the people amidst whom thoy 
settle, Thoy aro strong, muscular and of fino size and 
proportion. In common parlance a Vadda donotos an 
uncommonly hoavy-looking, rudo and uncivilizod porson, * 


No roliable information is available about thoir origin. oyigin, 
They aro said té have originally immigrated into the 


Mysore State from Orissa, Odra-Désa. They toll a story 
which gives them a divino origin. Pérvati and Paramds- 
vara, wero on a sultry day rambling on the earth and got 
very thirsty, They looked round for a woll 10 drink water 
and quench their thirst, and finding nono, Siva created a 
man anda woman out of tho drops of perspiration which 
fell from his body. ‘I'hoso were provided with implements 
necessary 40 dig, namoly, a orow-bar, a pickaxe, and 
‘nw baskot and were askod to dig a well and procure wator. 


* A Vodda is 80 very noisy oven in his sober convorsntion that any 
loud ond disorderly talk is known as Vadde’s soorot conversation, 
(88, mon a) 
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Tho command was immodiatoly obeyed and cool wator wag 
givon to tho gods to quonoh thoir thivat. ‘Tho lablor were 
oxtromoly gratified and agkod tho now-born pair what 
boon they would havo for their labour, But the domang 
mado by those pooplo was so yory OXGOASIVO and oub of all 
proportion to their labow', that Siva disgusted ab thoiy 
oupidity, ordained thab thencolorth thoy and thoir childvon 
should oar their bread only by digging wolls and tanks, 


Phe casto is mado up of (1) Kallu (FH) of Dow (edd) op 
Bandi (08) Vuddas, (2) Manu (2,) or Bailes (2) or Désa- 
da (883) Vaddus aud (8) Tppu (8) Viaddas. Tho’ namos avo 
suggestive of their profossions and tho mannot of their 
living, which aro dotailod furthor. Theso throo divi- 
sions are endogamous. Kallu Vaddas who quarry stone 
are acknowlodged to be suporior to tho othor clasgos and do 
not cab with thom. Maynu Vaddas follow the profossion of 
doing oarthwotk to tanks or digging in gardous or else. 
whoro for wagos. Thoy lead a wandoring hfo. ho Uppu 
Vaddas ave porsons who aro omployed as swoopors in mu 
nicrpal towns, ‘Choso rauk as the lowost in tho soule and 
the other divisions do not eat with thom. By changing tho 
line of thoir work into that of stono, earth (or Mannu) 
Vaddas may bo allowed to marry a girl of the Kalli Vadda 
soction. : 


Tho casto contains a large* number of exagamous divi- 
sions, in somo of which such as Piila-vifln (Bev? | (lowor- 
men) Mallolu-vallu (¢,¥2 , Jasinino Howor-mon), tho 
members oxhibit somo spocial rogard for the objoct which 
givos tho name to tho division, A list of oxogtmous divi- 
sions is given in tho Appondix. 


They havo no hyporgamous divisions in the caste. 


During tho prognanoy of tho wifo, a Vadda does not 
breach a tank or carry a corpse, ‘Tho birth core. oxios ob- 
sorved by them are oxtremely simple. Téis nolan uncom. 2on 
thing that» Vadda woman of the Mannu sootion gives 
bivth to a child ovon when sho is doing hor daily, work 
asu cooly, Assoonas signs of delivery appear, she votives: 
under tho shade of a treo, somo womon of tho caste attend: 
ing to hor. A little whilo after the delivery is ovoy, she 


* Thoiv common snying is BQ, wy, Aa@ajende ower dou 
OF GBP thos ie, ‘1s it possiblo to count tho gotens of tho Vaddos and 
the grams of sand 


8 


ig led’ back tother hut with hey waist) bandaged and a cloth 
tied round hor hoad: ‘Tho oase with which Vadda women 
bring forth their: children is proverbial and is probally ac- 
counted for ‘by tho oxorciso they tako in the opon air, 
while doing their cooly work, though tho.unsophisticalod 
Vaddas themsolves ‘atitibute this 10 some sort of curse (®*) 
which thoy ‘received from one of thoir Gurus.* 


This dosoription applios fully to tho case of wandering 
Vaddas. But thoso that havo settled down in towns ob- 
gervo the ceromonios of the poople amidst:whom thoy livo. 
The mother andthe child are bathed on the dth, tho 7th 
or the 9th day, when a dinner is given to tho caste, and 
tho child is putinto.a oradlo and givon a name in tho ustal 
fashion, 

The féllowing may'be givon as typical namos, :— 


Malos: Fomale 
Yolla Boyi (Sogpes.ers), Yollamma — (24y=y,) 
Guruva Béy: — (ModosvaeseR0) — Guruvi (modo) 
Hanuma Boyi (#8 8ndee%), TTanumi a2) 
Disa Boy! (Senroeaedo), ‘Limmi (24) 
Ganga Béyi (RermBagd), Gangamma (Noris’s,) 


A childloss man may adopta son from among his 
agnatic rolations ; bul on account of tho goneral povorty of 
the caste, adoptiona raroly into placo. ‘l'ho coromony ob- 
servod is the one usual in similar onstos, 


Polygamy is somowhat common, as an additional 
wife is taken githor to holp the family in work or for want 
of childven. Tho first wifo’s consont is always obtained, 
and it is gonorally considored a mark of afllnonce to hava 
morethan onevwife. 


Marriages before puberty aro not compulsory, but 
they take placo often, No age limit is proseribod and a 
woman can contract marriage at any poriod of lilo; but 
sho will be considorod to have lost in status if she is not 
marriod at all. An unmarriod woman's dead body is 
onrried only by tho hands and consigned to the pit without 
, any, formal burial coramonios, 

*Ttis anid thet whon o prognant woman doon work (onrrying 


path We sho gat an oxtra share, bho addilonal share boing intondad for 
hon ohild in tho womb,  (@#aoayeey Rowior, ty Woe carl god saris 


, HA BwWo.) 
RQ 
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The gonoral prohibition of marriage within the oxoga, 
mous circle is obsorved as in other castes, Jor marriggo, 
proforonce is givon to a near rolation such ag a dane hter of 
paternal aunt or matornal unelo, or of an elior sister, 
Marriage is nob contracted botwoon persons who are volated 
as mothor’s sister’s childron or children of agnatio cousins, 
Tio sisters avo not givon in marriage simullancously {0 ono 
person. Exchange of daughtors is nol cousidoroi objuckion. 
ablo, thongh only rarely practisod, 


The proposal for tho marriago comos froin the boy's 
parents or frionds, who aftor consulting an astrologor aa 
to tho agyeomont of tho stars veprosenting tho names of 
the bridal pair, repair to tho house of tho girl’s father on 
an appointed day, and mako tho proposal by prosenting 
him with the amount of tho “bride price,” oho moasure 
of rico, asmall moasure of ghoo, and some botol-loavos 
and unis. The olders of tho caste and othor friends of the 
girl’s father aro invited to witnoss the coremony, which is 
known as the ¢fmidtla of agreomont (®4?,0% vx), ‘The 
father receives the gifts and tho proposal is thoronpoa 
considered to be accepted, 


The marriage takes place ou a subsoquont day fixed 
by tho parties, Tt is colebrated in the house of tho brido« 
groom, and gonorally lasts four days. 


The first day is known as Tolinasupu ($0889) that 
is “tho first saffron,” on which tho brido and tho bridegroom 
are anointed and bathod, and turmoric paste is smonrad ovor 
thoir bodies. 'I'ho now clothes to be usod for tha marriage 
occasion aro dedicated to tho ancestors, aud fruits and 
cocoanuts are offored to an idol in a Loinplo. 


The sesond day is known as Muyytpasupr (Boxdygeaa), 
Ze, tho return saffron,” 


On tho third day, the Atrane, that is, the sacrod pots 
avo installod in thoir place. That ovoning, tho party of 
tho bride arrive, and are mot by that of the bridogroom, 
Asa mark of rospect, tho lattor ontortain the formor with 
toddy, a considerable quantity of which is consumed. A 
company of marricd women go Lo a woll and washing tho 
new pots, bring them back in stato to the pandal of greon 
loaves set up for tho marriagv. A wooden pestle wrapped 
round with a yollow turban and orownod with leavos of the 
Jambolana 2") treo is fixed in front of the marringo’ 
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booth, lo servo as what is styled tho “milk post” by other 
castes ; and pija with inconso and fruits and {lowers is 
offerod to it. 


Tho bride and bridegroom aro thon soatod in the 
booth and now clothos are prosented to thoi, and rice 
pourod into thoir hands joined togothor, by the elders of 
tho caste. ‘Tho bridegroom then tios a string of black 
boads ur a palin leaf round tho nock of tho bride, and leads 
her round the post three timos. 


‘ho sacred pots aro thon visited by tho couplo 
who make péjato them. hoy thon light up a lamp 
placod nea these pots, and itis considored an evil sign 
if this lamp should go out by any accident, and so it is tondod 
with anxioys care, 


* The muhurta or the veal marriage takes plago on tho 
fourth day. A botel-loaf is shaped as a timnol and some 
marriod womon first pour milk or water through it into tho 
hands of vho couplo joined together, and thon the latlor pow 
milk into oach aes hands, while tho Buddhininta (228,808 
the erste elder man) ropoats the formula ep rg8Vo, “epat 
Baye” (‘Tho word is givon; do uob go back on tho word). A flor 
this govomouy the couple aro takon in stale to a temple ta 
olfer prayors to tho «oity. 


Tho same ovening, the bride and her party with 
tho bridegroom leave the houso of tho lattoe and go to 
the bride's house, aud ib is said that the lamp lit in the 
bridegroom's house should not be seon that uight by the 
brido and hor party. Noxt morning all return to tho bride- 

room's house whore a gonoral dinnor is given to the caste. 

fier dinner the usual Simhasana* (NoweRs) is worshippod 
and betol-leavos and areca nis in the heap formed for puja 
wre distvibutod in tho prescribed order of precedence, 


‘The principal jtom of oxpondituro in a marriage is 
liquor supplied to tho gnosts ona liberal scale, and tho 
total amounts to more than Rs, 100 in ordinary cases. 
The expenses aro mostly borne by the ridegroomn’s 
party and the customary presents given Lo the hoad of the 
caste and other finotionaries are subseribod for by both 
partios, the bridegroom’s coulwibution beimg doublo that of 
the brido’s party. 


Traditions rogurding capture of wives are nob Lound 
in this caste. 


* Suo uecommt of Bada cule, p, 9. 
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Tora, Volt (8) ov brido-prica is Rs. 7 und somotimog 
varies up lo Rs, 15 according Lo Lunily cusipm. A widowor 
whon he marriog # spinstor has to pay Rs, 25 as bride. 
prico in addition to the Savati-fonnn (8 Ba, | corvife’s 
money), 


Tt is said that Rs. 10! was tho amount of tera formerly 
fixed, but agit was too hoavy tobo borno, many. could not 
marry. Ono of their hoadmon (Nayaks 5%) observing 
that most of his gang wore long boards, being unmarried, 
roalisod the opprossive naturo of tho tax, and reduced 5b to 
tho present amount Logobhor with 101 nuts, Hivon this may 
now bo compounded for, by tho bridegroom agrooing to 
serve his father-in-law, till ho bogots a fomalo child and 
presents hor to his brothor-in-law, 


These mon havo certain peouliar obsorvancos. The 
bridegroom grows his board until marriage and romovos it 
ab that timo, Drums and music are not allowed, bub in 
thoir place, a motal plate is soundod during marriage pro- 
cossions. Bhdshinga (*%0"-marriago chaplot) and flowers 
are not used.* 


A woman during her menses is considored to bein 
pollution, which ig obsorvod with moro than ordinary rig. 
our for soyon days on the first occasion, She is pro 
hibited from ontering the kitchon and touching utensils 
usod for housohold work and is given a separate dish for 
cating. Groon loavos of Ankdle (Som) treo ave kopt ag 
aocharm in the shed ercetod separately for hor, In the 
evenings her volativos prosent her with jaggory, cocoanul, 
pon-supart and turmoric, Sho is nob allowod to sloop at 
night and her mothor and other female relatives keop on 
talking to hor to keep hey awake. Sho bethes on the 
vighth day and after touching the Tangudi (@er®) plant, 
is allowed to ontor tho innor parts of tho house, ‘If the 
girl is alveady inaried, tho consinmaation of marriago may 
luke placo any day aftor this ovont without any furthor 
coromony, If gho w nob married, tho consummation 











®Theso rules haya becomo almost ubsolole, ouly the wandering 
section still adhering totham, Tho Viullas who lave settled down, hiwe 
tow large oxtont been imitutmg tho customs of Vakkaligas as regards 
mariingo nad callin the pipers formusic and use Bhdshinga and do nol 
grow beads GDL matings But all the suotions nev a poatlo 


va tho" mith posh’ 
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takes pliieo somo day after tho regnlar marriage coromonics 
ave over, whom tho husband has to give an additional dinner 
to the caste and rogalo thom with drink, Girls marviod 
before puberty romain with thoir paronts till tho time of 
eonsummation ; boys are not genorally married Lill they are 
ablo to work and oan for thomsolvos. 


Remarriage of widows is allowed, and it is stated thal widow 

a woman may nob marry moro than sevon timos,* a ro- marriage. 
striction not certainly onorous to tho woaker sax. Sho 

may not marry a brothor, but may consort with any of tho 

cousins of her deceasod husband. Sho should oschow 

those belonging to hor father’s sula. The binding portion 

of this union which is regarded as somewhat an inferior 

kind of marriage, is Lho tying of tho black beads round 

the neck OX tho woman by the suitor, or by a widowod 

woman, 


The casto pooplo demand Rs. 4 for offecting unions 
of widows with thoir partnors, Tho husband pays to the 
parents of tho woman a sum equal to only hal! the valuo 
of the propor tera. 


It is said that a widow may transmit tho property in- 
horited from hoy former husband (if sonless) to lor issie 
by a subsoquont marriage, but it is doubthu whother such 
4 custom avon if proved to oxisl will ho recogmyed by the 

ourts, 


The marrige bio may be dissolved ab the instance of ' pivores. 
cithor of ‘tho parties, A husband eur divorce his wifo for 
adultery, bub has to pay Lo the casie a fine ol Rs. 6 which 
is spent for drink, Bub when a wile leaves hor husband, 
she has to roturn the symbol of the marriage tio to hin, 
Tf sho subseruently marrios another man, Lho latter las 
to refund to the first husband his marriage oxponses, and 
the tera amount, hosides volurning tho jewols given to 
the woman, — In sone places, however, the few is not 
refunded. Tho second husband lias also to pay a fino 
of Ra. & to the casto. Paronts do not revive into their 
family adaughtor who has cegovied her husband or has 
heen divorcod by him. I! thoy do so, they aro required 
to pay a ponalty of Rs. 12 Lo tho casto, 


4 A proverh which oxprossos thia Heouo'given toa Vadde wort 
wus thus —-Bavspadager adyoo BY Sata, raul ments that a 
‘woman ‘who link consorlad with seven moun is a respeulable Boyi 
(i.0,, @ Vaid) suvtron. 


Adultery. 


savis, 
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Adultory is nop abhorred and may ho condoned by 
payment of a small fine to the easto and the infliction of 
corporal punishment on tho guilty party, [fa charge of 
adultory is mado good against a man, he is mado to crawl 
round thoir settleomont on all fours carrying Ono or two, 
porsons on his back. A woman similarly convictod has,ton 
force horsolf into a baskob and tumblo about with weights 
in anothor basket placed on her head. Somotimes sho is 
laid on a bed of thorns thinly spread on the ground with 
weights loaded on her, Theso modes of punishmont: 
formorly in vogue, havo probably almost gone oub of! 
practice. If they are ovor practisod ab all now, it 
may bo among the primitivo section of tho wandering 
Vaddas. 


€ 

Soxual license beforo marriage is not toloratod as 4 
matior of course, but if tho girl is discovered to have 
orrod with ono of hor own caste, tho fault. is condonod by 
marriage with him, If ho is within prohibited dogrees or 
igof a different hut higher casto, tho girl is finod” fivo to 
ten Rupees by the casio headman, Altor paymont of tho 
fine, sho may bo givon ovor to any other in marriage. If the 
loyor should decline to marry hov whon marriugo is pormis 
sible, he is put out of casto, and sho iy froe to marry any 
other porson, 


fan adult fomalo cannot got any ono to marry hov, 
sho may bo dedicabod to a tree life in tho namo of 
Yallamma, Sho is bathed and sincared with saffron,” 
and is soatod on a blankol in tho tomplo of this 
goddess, in tho presenco of the hoadman and othorg of the, 
‘casto. Married womon givo hor turmeric and tho pijdrt 
of tho tomplo makos puja to the goddess and ties a td/b, 
(with an effigy of tho goddoss) round hor nook, with an, 
invocation to tho deity to protoct tho girl as hor child, 
Tho cagiomon who attend at tho coromony aro fod at the 
fathor’s oxponse. ‘Tho girl has 40 spond tho first night at 
the temple. Thoncoforth sho may lve with any person of 
her own or of a superior caste, but may not ontertain oné 
of a lowor casio, without forfeiting her own, Lor children’ 
ifborn to aanan of tho same caste rank as logitimate 
mmombors, while thoso born to mon of bighor castes are 
rogarded as forming a soparate sdlu or line, Such a daughter ' 
is rogarded as cqual to the son of her fathor, and her’ 
childvon are entitled to inherit proporty along with their 
grand{uther’s mule issue, 


§ 


Tho doad ave buried in the ground, but in tho case of 
those who meot with an unnatural doath such as from 
bites of wild animals, ov of prognant women or of lopers, the 
doad body is gonorally burnt, andin some partis of the 
Stato, it is placod by tho side of a boulder or a stump of a 
decayed troeand covored ovor with stonos hoaped up. 
This practice which goos by tho namo of Kallu Sdue (F% 
4e8—gtono-servioo) is probably the relio of a vory archaic 
age, Women dying without marriago or childless are 
buriod without funoral coremonies among Kallu Vaddas. 
The body is mufflod up in a blankot and carricd by hands 
to the gravoyard whero it is buricd with its head turned 
to the south, 

The funoral coremonies observed by the pooplo of this 
caste ao the samo as those observed by Kurubas and 
other similar classes. ‘The scotion of Vaddas who are 
Pirundmadhdris (2darspeonve)* invito Sitdnis to officiate 
at the funerals, 

The poriod of mourning is twelvo days for the doath of 
adult aguates and fivo days for that of young childven and 
daughter's sons. In Tumkur and paris of Pavagada, 
howevor, Kallu Vaddas observe a poriod of twelve days 
also for tho death of daughter’s sons, Thoy show their 

viol by abstaining from flesh and spirituous liquors and 
. not taking part in auspicious festivities during the 
poriod of mourning (Siivka 843%), Ordinarily a body 
is buried with no accompanimonts, but that of a porson 
dying on Friday is buried with a live chicken. 


Thoy beliovo in the survival of tho ghost after doth. 
Sréddhas are not obsorved by thom but onco a year now 
clothes aro dodicatod i honour of tho dead and worn with 
devotion, Brahmans do not ofliciato as priests for those 
people, but Sdtdnis conduct thoir ceromonios on the last 
day of the pollution. 


Kallu Vaddus may bo said to have sottled down to 
ordinary village life, while somo Manyu Vaddis are still 
nomadic in habits, wandering from place to placo and on- 
camping temporarily in tho outskirts of villages or tanks 
near Lheiv work. QOneo in overy two or threo yoars thoy 
atlond tho Jdira Lostival of thoir tutelary doily, Their 
temporary soltloments consist of fifly to ono hundred 
familios aceording to the quantity of work found in tho 


* Wovshippors of Vishnu, wearing tho Vaishnava mark on the fore. 
head, the inner ling beity of ceddish of y clluw sallkon, aaul tho rest white, 
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neighbourhood. As thoy havo to move out for frosh work 
thoy travel with all their goods and waich dogs, eva) 
tho matorials of huis being transported on donkeys of 
bullocks. Though thoy cannot bo set down as profes. 
sional thieves,-they seldom miss an opportunity for roplen. 
ishing their scanty riches by means of highway robbery 
or petty larcony. ; 

The dwollings of tho wandering Vaddas consist 
hutsmade of split bamboo mats and rounded liko the 
covering of a country cart, withont any soparalo apart 
monts, Kallu Vaddas and othors who ‘have sotblod iy 
villagos build houses of a pormanont natino, Whilo tho 
itinorant Vaddas pitch thoir huts oithor outside ‘the 
villages or noar the placos whore thoy work, tho gottled 
Vaddas have thoir housos elong with thogo of othorgdn the 
villugo. 

Thoy take into their caste a Kuruba (92%) or o Golla 
(89%) or a man of any othor highor caste than their own, 
Femalo members, it is said, can bo taken from among the 
inforior castes, bub such recruits aro regardod as half 
casto, The aspirant has to spond a considorable amount 
in supplying food and drink io tho: casto bofove his ad 
mission, and the hoacman touches his longue with a heated 
noodle bosides procuring for him ériha and prasdda 
(holy wator and victuals) from the tomplo of thoir tribal 
goddoss, Yallamma. 


Thoir daily food consists of vagi broad and balls, with 
vogotablos and dhall. Thoy oat almost any animal food 
except bool, Sheop, goals, pigs, squirrels, wild cais; 
lizards and mico are equally woloome to them, Both the 
sexes indulge in immoderato drinking and oven childvoy 
are not foe from this vico. Thoy do uot fish and do not catoh 
big game, bul ave acopisin snaring field rats and aquirrels, : 
and mon, women, and children armod with sticks jom with 
considerablo zost in hunting for such vermin hy the aid 
of dogs, This indood is ono of their koenost sports, 


idiga is the lowest casto in whose housos Vaddas 
cat, Madigas, Malas (Moleyas) and Korachas oat in the 
houses of Vaddas.* . 


Villago wwoshermen wash their clothes and the! 
arbor pares their unils, bub it is snid these two classes do 


‘Vadde womon wo snid not to wt in the houses of Vakkoligagl 
(we S710) as (ho Teiter luuch night soil whon mamuring the flalds, ~~ 
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. notzandot, their, sorvices to tho Vaddas during marriagos. 
A Vadda can draw wator {vom tho common village woll and 
his approach is not vogarded as polluting by anybody. 


[arth and stono work is their charactoristic ocou- 
pation, and tank-cigging, well-sinking, road-making and 
quarrying stone aro mostly done by men of this caste. 
They also carry on trado in salt in out-of-the-way placos. 
The Salt Vaddas (ev 84,0) of Bangaloro, Kolar, and 
othor municipal towns aro omployed as stroct sweepers 
and they aro regarded as autcastes by tho main body. 
There aro a few among them who aro cultivators posscss- 
ing lands of thoir own. Some stone Vaddas also go 
about villages and towns in search of jobs of roughening 
the surfaces of grinding stone mills.* 


Valdas have earned a bad reputation as thieves. + 


Though they cannot bo proporly classed among tho 
professional criminal tribos, many of those dotectec in 
tho commission of highway robberies, are found 10 bo 
Vaddas, especially of the itinorant and immigrant classes. 
Tho indigonous Vaddas whother of the Kallu or of tho 
Manau section havo mostly settlod down to poacoful habits, 


Anothor prominont charactoristic in the wandering 
Vaddas is thoir persistont and insatiable domand for monoy 
from their omployors. Thoy always havo an advance owing 
to their omployor oqual at least to twice as much as thoir 
work is worth, and it is nob uncommon that when tho ad- 
vanco acoumulatos to a tolorably lurgo amount they desert 
their employor and docamp without any previous uotice. 
Tho Vaddas work in gangs undor contractors who aro 
often put to much logs.on this account, 


Occupation. 


The Vaddas boliove thomselves to be raised wbovo others . 


ol the samo craft, if thoy do not ongago thomselves in 





* Moab houses possoas stone mills for grinding rice and ragi, A 
clvoulor stune is intbeddod in the groumd or placed loose, and on a 
woodon pivol driven. Uhrough its center another round stone with a stake 
fixed aga heudlo noar its rim, is mado to revolve driven by wonwn 
squatling on the floor. ‘hory ist cup-liko revopligls on tho uppor stone 
whote at inkes tho pivot und grain is pub inthrongh it, The mechainwm 
is orudy, bub itis very ofloctive. The grinding strfacos of the two stones 

ab worn out by use, and Lhon tho suriace hus to be indo rough again 
iy tho chisel of theso Vaddas. ‘hoy got abont an mime for the worle 
which ia dono in an hour’s Lime, 
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Tnhoritanco 


Casto as. 
sombly, 


i2 


plastoving walls with cowdwag or vod carth or in swooping 
tho strovts, ; 


In the mattor of inhoritanco, they follow the Tindu Lay 
as administoved in the State. ‘Tho property of tho fathep 
ison his death distributed among all the sons, the oldess 
of them getting an oxtra sharo. Tho unmarried sons at 
the time of partition ave alowod thoir marringo oxponses 
fyom tho common property in addition to thoir shaves; the 
daughters aud the sistozs are given somo portion, eithoy 
a fiold or somo cattlo or a jowol. Ono poculiarity in their 
partition, ig said to be that a prognant woman pots also a 
sharo for hor unborn child. /ldiam the affiliation of a 
son-in-law, is practised in this caste. 


They have caste panchayats which consist 3f tho Yaja- 
min (headman) and a fow old mon known as /addhivant. 
lu (28,8080) or wise men), wilh a bondlo culled Kondigd- 
du (@00amed),  Thoy take cognivaneo of disputes bolaveon 
tho mombers of # fainily or difforont families and. offences 
rolating to the violation of casto rules in tho matters of 
gating, dvinking, adultery, eto, Than onguiry at such an 
aysombly, tho complainantand tho accused swear by placing 
a twig in the hands of tho foreman of tho counsil to 
promiso to abide by the dovision arvived at by tho assombly, 
Thoy have also to deposit a cortain sum as the poe oo 
of feeding the caste and supplying thom with liqnoy, as a 
prolininary coudition of onguiry, A wibnoss ealled holore 
the assombly has to go round thom holding in his hands a 
little twig presontod to him by the party who has oalled 
hin to tostify., lo thon says “8ReQsoby seond, FRITH: 
Sede sd wHLoSW" that is, *Upow my paronty’ word, 1 
shall not toll a lio asto whal T know.’ ‘Thoronpon bo 
broaks the twig into two and bogins his siatomont. This’ 
is equivalont to his swearing that ho separates tho ivuth 
from falsehood in his testimony, 28 picces into which tho 
twig is brokon * aro sopwated from oach other, If the 
witnesses decline to swear in this manner, the parby who 
callod thom loses his caso, ‘The contesting partics ure thon 
advised Lo cone to terms, Ll, however, thoy we obdurate, 
the losing porson is mado to boat the weight af a grinding 
stone on his head as a penalty. 


: * Whon itis mow to sity Uhaba man’s word is tho asact Genth, it ia 
said thal he sporks as il a bwig hed been broken wad tnded over by him 
(FA, soa Tyr eats coal), 


J 


The panchayat may award, oither a fine, or oor 
poral punishmont. Jl ibis a fino, half of it goos to tho 
Yajamin (headman) and tho other half to the rest of the 
people of tho casto assomblod. The maximum fine for 
abusive language is ono rupoo for a malo person and 
higher ifit is a fomalo that is abused. A. daughtor-in-law 
abusing hor mothor-in-law is move sevoroly dealt with, as 
sho will have to carry on her hoad a grinding stono threo 
times round thoir sottlemont of hnis. Tor tho offenco of 
adultery, a fine of ton rupees is ordinarily loviod. 


hoy aro [indus by roligion and arc tho worshippors 
of Saktis and Vishnu in his several representations, Von- 
kataramana of Tirupati is tho principal object of their 
veneration,, Tho principal goddoss ‘is Yallamma and is 
worshipped undor ono or the other of the following 
names, Sunkalamma (Aes), Chaudimma (#8), 
Marainma (®30%,), Sidubamma (84%), Kariyamma (#0 
he), Gangamma (Rory) or Yallammn (Ys), 


Goddesses are worshipped on Tnosdays and Wridays 
with the help ‘of a priest belonging to ono of tho lower 
castes. On other cays, any devotee can break cocoanuis, 
and burn camphor in [ront of the temple ‘dedicated to an 
of these goddossos, without tho holp of the priost or pijart. 
Annual fostivaly avo hold in thoir honour and on such 
occasions large collections of poople take part in tho 
Lestivitios. 


Kariyamma (Footy) at Sira, in the Tumkur District, 
is an important goddoss worshippod by this casto, in whose 
honour a Jéira, 7.¢., au annual fostival, is held on the Now 
Year's Day (7D), Buffaloes are sacrificed to this god- 
doss during the fostival. Siddo Dévaru (Wa ee) is tho 
malo god installed near tho tomple of Kariyamma, A man 
af the Vadda caste is its priest. Animal sacrificos aro not 
mado to this god bul only vogotablo food is offerod (eo2, 
spas), 


They havo a boliof that children aflor they depart 
from this earth live in tho ahape of spirits known as Ivara 
or Tragévara (3rd) esse SMT), which visit peoplo in 
their dreams and ory for holp. To propitiate such spirits 
Trakallus (#00: A>) that is, shonog having malo figuros cut 
in thom, aro planted outaido tho villago and occasional 
worship is mado to thom, 


Religion, 


Dregs and 
ornamonts, 


Othor ous- 
toms. 
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Whon' a soliloment of: Vaddia is sufférine: frém th 
Favagos of nn opidomio, such as small-pox, Stdubamma-(ha 
ay), ic, tho goddess of small-pox is inatellod ona pa. 
made of greon margosa loaves and. worshippod.'in the usm] 
stylo, onrds and cookbd rico mixed togethor ‘forming gy 
important itom of the offerings, Aftor due propitiatiot 
tho goddoss ia transported boyond tho borders of their-yil, 
lage or sottlomont and loft at tho confines of anothervillage; 
tho people of which with duo ceremony pass hor on furthibi: 
This transportation from placo to place goes: ons till the , 
goddess misses hor way in tho junglos or bocomos inocuous - 
aftor the monsoons havo woll sat in, 


Thoir womon do not woar bodice cloths, or tic their hain 
into a knot, or dvess it with oil, A woman that shows 
evon a slight inclination to neatnoss and trospassos the 
limits of custom in the mattor of dressing horvelf and her 
hair, is lookod down upon as transgressing tho rules of 
conventional proprioty, Thoy wear glass banglos on their 
loft hands and brass ones on tho right. ‘Too rings aro used 
by marricd women only. A. big noso-serow. is bho charac: 
teristic ornament of a Vadda woman who also puts on ' 
a large numbor of strings of white and black bonds round - 
hor neck. ‘Chey are howover slowly changing in thoav 
respeols imitating the moro rofined neighbours, Uppu Vad- 
das boing tho most consorvativo among thom, 


A Vadda man is not supposed to shavo his hond. or 
board, but this prohibition has becomo obsolote: oxcopt 
among tha Uppu Vaddasy who still refrain from shaving: 
thoir heads, though their boards: may bo removed, 


The Vaddas have-no spirittal head or guru. Theyd 
say thet long ago thoy had a gu'w or, vazu; who | was jot 
ascetic habits and oschowed moatiand: sugan They were 
also vegotarians in those days, Onco whon they visited: 
their razw in ono of his poriodical tours to give then 
Yrtha and prasdda and receivo thoir contributions, he sup- 
plied thom with rico end other provisions and sent-them to 
a pond to cook and eat thoir food. The sight of fishin tha 
clear water of the stream was-too tomptiti tobe resigtod,, 
and thoy caught and cooked it:for themselves, Their guru 
cursed thom 1o remain flesh-oaters for al? time.and forsook 
thom, and they have never again venturod: to: raise another 
to that position, 
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Anothor peouliay custom is that Vaddas nover oat a 
tortoise, They call it thoir grandmothor (#%4)' and say 
that formerly ib did thom some sorvico and in rocognition 
of this, they donot kill it. Ifa Vadda soos anybody carry- 
ing a live tortoise fon cating ity ho buys it from him and 
takes it to a woll or tank and leavos ib there in the water, 
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List of Bxogamous Divisions (Gdétras). 
Meanings (if any) 
Pandiprtlava}ju (BoP 8s wey>) Pig 


Jarapala (sone) 

Alukuntala (Ser B0e) 

Manjara (Booed) 

Pitala (BeBe) Plank 
Gégala (Aeaeriv) 
Yanumala (Sdoehsbw) Buffaloe 
Uppala (owe) Salt 
Gunjala (Mowe) 

Mallela (8%) Jasmine flower 
Mallepala (9 Be) 

Dydvangala (Aagdorte) 

Santakuppala  (AoBs aye) Salt seller in week- 
Jadipila (w2bu) ly fairs 
Kunjigala (Booey, 

Sdrigala (aaerte) 

Boorusala (®adse) 

Manjala v7, (BSowe) 

Sallala (R82) 

Pallepala (Ba .ze) 

Yidugatla (varie; ) 

Rolu (Svar) Mortar 
Dudugala (Boer) 
Sdtala (x80) 

Gujjala (rhe) 

Batiala (28,2) 

Bangi (#08) Cart 
Chinna Bandi  (*8%%02) Little cart 
Porasa {8s0R) 


Dandagala @ozrte) 


Dundagale 
Gdyarnuttala 
Sddigala 
Rdjula 
Bachchubattatn 
Tydpala 
Seyi 

Yarra 
Ydeale 
Bosidi 
Gampula 
Yapalie 
Bintala 
Chimpirt 


Guddili 
Kumare 
Pesvalre 
Rydpanteala 


7 
(Soariv) 
(rsbaboe,2) 
(A2arie) 
(B2ese) 
(2288), eye) 
(ey) 
(#83) 
(3) 
(Base) 
(230n0) 
(Rowe) 
(e833? ») 
(Wore 
(280 


(7 ty 
(Fe 
(Rpate 
(Ps 





Headman 
Red 


Basket 

Margosa 

Quilt of rags 

Dishovolled or eur- 
ly haired 

Spade 

{hi ject cocoanut 

Kower 


